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Public Information Meeting

July 28, 2009



The Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks has contracted with
DOWL HKM to prepare a feasibility
analysis and environmental assessment
(EA) for fish passage alternatives at
Cartersville Diversion Dam. A public
information meeting will be held at the
Rosebud County Library meeting room
at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 2009.
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Cartersville Diversion Dam Public Information Meeting

The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks has contracted with DOWL HKM to

prepare a feasibility analysis and environmental assessment (EA) for fish passage alternatives at

Cartersville Diversion Dam. A public information meeting will be held at the Rosebud County

Library meeting room at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 2009.



M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Jim Darling (jdarling@mt.gov)

FROM: Gary Elwell

CC: Pam Ash (pamkashp@aol.com)
Brad Schmitz (brschmitz@mt.gov)
Don Youngbauer (dyoungbauer@yahoo.com)

RE: Cartersville Irrigation Dam
Fish Passage Alternative Analysis and EA
Public Information Meeting 7/28/09

DATE: July 30, 2009
h:\26\10216\memotojimdarling.docx

A public information meeting was held in the Rosebud County Library in Forsyth, Montana on
July 28, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. An attendance list is attached. Jim Darling, FWP, presented the
project history. Gary provided a power point presentation describing DOWL HKM and the
feasibility/environment assessment tasks to be completed. Forms were provided for comments
relative to the proposed project. No written comments were submitted during the meeting.
Discussion during the meeting included the following:

 Will the selected fish passage project be built for sure?
 Where will the money come from?
 Will existing fishing sites be impacted?
 Will trees hang up on a rock ramp?
 If the Cartersville Irrigation District (CID) approves a fish passage plan, will it make it

easier to get funding for other projects (e.g. canal lining in the future)?
 The CID generally is satisfied with the operation of the diversion dam as is, but would

like new headgates and a strengthen dam
 Would a rock ramp be built all the way across the river?
 The diversion dam is an important asset to the community.



h:\26\10216\signupsheetfilledin.docx 1
3/3/2010 8:39 AM

Public Information Meeting
Cartersville Diversion Dam

July 28, 2009
S i g n u p S h e e t

Name: Jack N. Clifford
Representing:

Address: P.O. 28
Forsyth, MT 59327

Email: jclifford@rangeweb.net
Phone: 346-2648

Name: Steve Seleg

Representing: CID
Address: 1523 Cartersville Road

Rosebud, MT 59347

Email:
Phone: 347-5249

Name: Mark Holmes
Representing: Holmes Ranch

Address: 157 Thurlow Road
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email:
Phone: 347-5376

Name: Bud Biery & Sean Zepeda
Representing: Biery Ranch

Address: 3 Sand Creek Road W
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email:
Phone: 351-1486

Name: Pat Freed
Representing:

Address: Forsyth, MT 59327

Email:
Phone: 346-7575
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Name: Burt Williams
Representing: Nature Conservancy

Address: Fishtail, MT

Email:
Phone:

Name: Don Youngbauer
Representing: YRCDC

Address: P.O. Box 68
Forsyth, MT 59327

Email:
Phone: 346-2131

Name: Jack Ferguson
Representing: CID

Address: 120 RT 446
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email:
Phone: 347-5334

Name: Pam Ash
Representing: CID

Address: Box 668
Forsyth, MT 59327

Email: pamkashp@aol.com
Phone: 346-1600

Name: Kirk Montgomery
Representing: CID

Address: 92 Route 446
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email:
Phone:
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Name: Sonja Crocker
Representing: Crocker Ranch

Address: 50 Thurlow Road
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email: srcrocker@rangeweb.net
Phone: 347-5520

Name: Cray Weight
Representing: XH Cattle

Address: P.O. Box 503
Forsyth, MT 59327

Email: xhcattle@rangeweb.net
Phone: 351-1191

Name: Joseph Schiffer
Representing: Schiffer Ranch Co.

Address: 106 Sand Creek Road E
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email: rsranch@rangeweb.net
Phone: 347-5421 or 951-1458

Name: Randy Kraus
Representing: Kraus Ranch

Address: 45 Sand Creek Road
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email: rdkraus84@hotmail.com
Phone: 347-5427

Name: Jack Crocker
Representing: Crocker Ranch

Address: 44 Thurlow Road W
Rosebud, MT 59347

Email:
Phone: 347-5276

Name: Gary E. Elwell, P.E.
Representing: DOWL HKM

Address: 222 N 32nd Street, Ste. 700
PO Box31318
Billings, MT 59107-1318

Email: gewell@hkminc.com
Phone: 869-6310
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Public Information Meeting
Cartersville Diversion Dam

November 3, 2009
C o m m e n t s

Name:

Representing:
Address:

Email:

Phone:
Contacts: Gary Elwell, P.E. Jim Darling

DOWL HKM MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks
P.O. Box 31318 1420 East Sixth Avenue
Billings, MT 59107-1318 Helena, MT 59601
Ph: 406.656.6399 Ph: 406.444.5334
Fax: 406.656.6398
gelwell@hkminc.com jdarling@mt.gov

Comments
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RIGHT
APPROACH

RIGHT
TEAM

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

July 28, 2009

CARTERSVILLE IRRIGATION DAM
FISH PASSAGE ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks

Team:



Montana Historical Society

State Historic Preservation Office

September 11, 2009



1

Rux, Julie

From: Murdo, Damon [dmurdo@mt.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2009 3:06 PM
To: Elwell, Gary
Subject: RE: Catersville Irrigation Dam Fish Passage Project

September 11, 2009

Gary Elwell
DOWL HKM
222 North 32nd Street, Suite 700
Billings MT 59101

RE: CARTERSVILLE IRRIGATION DAM FISH PASSAGE PROJECT. SHP Project #: 2009091108

Dear Mr. Elwell:

I have conducted a cultural resource file search for the above-cited project located in Section 14, T6N R40E.
According to our records there have been a few previously recorded sites within the designated search locale.
Site 24RB1000 is the Cartersville Irrigation system which is eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places. In addition to the site there have been a few previously conducted cultural resource inventories
done in the area. If you would like any further information regarding the site or reports you may contact me at
the number listed below.

It is SHPO’s position that any structure over fifty years of age is considered historic and is potentially eligible
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. If any structures are to be altered and are over fifty years
old we would recommend that they be recorded and a determination of their eligibility be made.

Based on the potential disturbance to the diversion dam required by this undertaking we feel that this project has
the potential to impact cultural properties. We, therefore, recommend that a cultural resource inventory be
conducted in order to determine whether or not sites exist and if they will be impacted.

If you have any further questions or comments you may contact me at (406) 444-7767 or by e-mail at
dmurdo@mt.gov. Thank you for consulting with us.

Sincerely,

Damon Murdo
Cultural Records Manager
State Historic Preservation Office

File: MISC/CONSULTANTS/2009



STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
1410 8th Ave., P.O. Box 201202, Helena, MT 59620-1202

Phone: (406)-444-7767
Email: dmurdo@mt.gov

Attn: Damon Murdo

File Search Request Form
Please complete this form and attach a copy of the appropriate USGS Quad map showing the project location. All
fields must be completed in order for your file search request to be processed. The form and accompanying map
can be returned to the address above, emailed, or brought directly to the office.

Individuals Name Gary Elwell, PE

Organization
(Agency/Company) DOWL HKM

Street 222 North 32nd Street, Suite 700

City Billings State: MT Zip:59101

Telephone # 406-869-6310 Fax: 406-656-6398

Project Name Cartersville Irrigation Dam Fish Passage Project

Government Agency
Involved

Project being performed under contract with Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks

Describe the project.
Please identify any work
that will involve ground
disturbance, or the
demolition and
modification of existing
buildings. If none of
these are to occur,
please indicate.

Preparing a feasibility study and environmental assessment (EA) to
identify preferred plan for modifying the Cartersville Irrigation Diversion
Dam to allow for fish passage. The dam is owned and operated by the
Cartersville Irrigation District.

Describe any previous
disturbance and the
current land use.

The diversion dam was constructed in the early 1930’s and consists of rock
riprap capped with concrete. The dam requires annual maintenance
including placement of additional rock.

Approximate date of
proposed project
initiation.

Construction date unknown. Funds for construction have not yet been
obtained.

Land Ownership
(Private, State, Federal,
etc.)

Stream bottom owned by State of Montana

Remarks/ Special
Requests

Project Area Location Information (add on if necessary) Projects in cities also require TRS.

TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION COUNTY

T6N R40E 14 Rosebud



LOCATION AND VICINITY MAP FIGURE #1

FORSYTH, MONTANA



Solicitation of Comments

Invitation to Act as Cooperating Agency on EA

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation

September 25, 2009
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Solicitation of Comments

Invitation to Act as Cooperating Agency on EA

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

September 25, 2009
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Solicitation of Comments

Invitation to Act as Cooperating Agency on EA

Montana Department of Environmental Quality

September 25, 2009
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FORSYTH, MONTANA



Letters to Cartersville Irrigation District

September 28, 2009





Department of Environmental Quality

October 7, 2009





Department of the Army

Corps of Engineers, Omaha District

October 19, 2009







Public Information Meeting

November 3, 2009
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PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

November 3, 2009

CARTERSVILLE IRRIGATION DAM
FISH PASSAGE ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks

Team:



Billings Gazette

November 8, 2009





Response from

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation

November 13, 2009



1

Rux, Julie

From: Dalby, Chuck [cdalby@mt.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 11:08 AM
To: Schultz, Tom (DNR); Siroky, Laurence; McLaughlin, Terri
Cc: Azevedo, Paul; Kerbel, Keith; Darling, Jim; Elwell, Gary
Subject: FW: Invitation to act as a Cooperating Agency
Attachments: DNRC ltr.PDF

Hello,

DNRC is participating in a Feasibility Study/Environmental Assessment of the Cartersville Irrigation Dam/Fish Passage Project
near Forsyth. DFWP is the lead state agency responsible for preparation of the MEPA-EA. At this point I am seeking comments
on DNRC’s jurisdiction, permitting authority, and issues specific to our regulatory role in the project.

I sincerely appreciate your forwarding this email and the attached memo, which describes the project, to appropriate staff for their
insights
and recommendations on permitting actions/issues as may be required by:

1. Montana Water Use Act (Water Rights/Change Authorization—my impression is that no permits will be required ?);

2. Montana Land-Use License or Easement on Navigable Waters (permits required ?);

3. Dam Safety and/or Floodplain and Floodway Management (permits required ?).

Because we have engaged in this process somewhat late, and the anticipated completion date for the draft Feasibility Study/EA
is December 31, 2010, I would appreciate a response by the end of this week (Nov. 20) if possible.

Please contact me if you have any questions about the project.

Thanks,
Chuck

Chuck Dalby
Hydrologist
DNRC-WRD
1424 9th Ave, PO 201601
Helena, MT 59620-1601
(406-444-6644)

_____________________________________________
From: Sexton, Mary
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2009 13:39
To: Darling, Jim
Cc: Zackheim, Karen; Elwell Gary (E-mail); Dalby, Chuck; Azevedo, Paul; Schultz, Tom (DNR)
Subject: RE: Invitation to act as a Cooperating Agency

Jim,

Chuck Dalby will be taking the lead. He’ll be contacting you regarding process and needed documents. Thanks for the reminder!

Mary

Mary Sexton



Billings Gazette

December 15, 2009





Solicitation of Comments for MEPA/NEPA Document

Informal Endangered Species Act Section 7 Consultation

December 21, 2009











LOCATION AND VICINITY MAP FIGURE #1

FORSYTH, MONTANA



Yellowstone River Conservation District Council

December 22, 2009








